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The Virgin’s Jewel
(Mark Anthony A. Galang)

“The Virgin’s Jewel” is a piece of program music for ensemble (see instrumentation) inspired by
a short story by Filipino author Nick Joaquin entitled “The Legend of The Virgin’s Jewel.” The
program is as follows:

L. The Goatherd’s Offering

An old man, the goatherd, at the end of the day marches along a stone-tiled path with
his flock of goats and other men, talking and chatting. They proceed and stop by a
frightening sight, an old tree choked to death and taken over by twisting thick
branches of Balete (strangler vine). The old man lays down a bowl of milk and plays
the flute in a slow, droning, and almost monotonous manner in praise of an unseen
being believed to be residing in the tree. Brother Fernando, a middle-aged Spanish
friar and former soldier, bears witness to this odd sight, thinking how silly the sight
was yet somehow, in that cold night, he felt nervous and shaky.

IL. Brother Fernando and The Virgin

Feverish and unwell, the cold night seemed hot to Brother Fernando, who cannot take
his mind off the earlier that event. He finds refuge in a homely clad woman, “The
Virgin,” whom he admires with utmost reverence, to the point of worship. This
reminds him of his days in Andalusia and Catalonia, the gaiety and the festive air of
those days where the “Virgins” are clad in silk and adorned in jewels and gold. This
night reminds him of his days as a soldier, of which the only thing that remained as a
reminder of those days was his sword, kept in a chest in his room. Brother Fernando
hopes to one day give “The Virgin” something that would adorn her well. The
frightening night passes as morning bells ring.

III. The Empty Bowl and The Serpent

Morning bells and birds wake up Brother Fernando from his slumber, feeling
refreshed. He plans to approach that silly old goatherd to tell him how senseless it
was to offer that bowl of milk to that Balete tree. He changes his mind, however, as
he decided to watch the old man again make the offering. As the old man encounters
Brother Fernando, bowing in respect, Brother Fernando decides to stay up late to
observe. Approaching midnight, a huge serpent emerges out of the tree and spits out
a huge and shiny jewel, and proceeds to drink the milk. The serpent swallows the
jewel again and leaves. The sight of it frightens Brother Fernando at first but as his
old soldier self emerges once more, he decides that “The Virgin” deserves to have
that jewel and plans to fight the serpent the next evening.
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IV. A Midnight Duel

Brother Fernando prepares and brandishes his sword once more, the first time since
he gave up the life of the soldier for the peace of a monastery. He waits at night for
the serpent to appear as it spits out the jewel and drinks the bowl of milk. Brother
Fernando and the serpent duel as he slashes the serpent. The serpent fights back with
his own devices but after frantic multiple slashes with the sword, Brother Fernando
manages to cut down the serpent to pieces. The jewel was in sight, and Brother
Fernando hastily gets the jewel and makes a run for the monastery.

V. Finale

Brother Fernando, being successful, marches to the monastery’s door and proceeds to
“The Virgin’s” chamber, offering the jewel. He catches a majestic vision of his
“Virgin,” clad in gold and beautiful, as he celebrates his victory over the serpent. He
hands the jewel to “The Virgin,” and, in deep exhaustion, he swoons away.

The piece may be played by the ensemble with or without a conductor, which is of course
dependent on the skills of the performing personnel (preferably with conductor). Some of the
featured solo parts may be improvised instead of being played note for note such as the
synthesizer solo in “The Empty Bowl and The Serpent” and the percussion solos in “A Midnight
Duel.” Drum fills may also be improvised as well. Articulation and dynamics presented are just
suggestions for performers and may be revised accordingly via a discussion between conductor
and performers.
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Piccolo Flute (1)
Concert Flute (1)
Oboe (1)

English Horn (1)
Clarinet in Eb (1)
Bass Clarinet (1)
Bassoon (1)
Contrabasson (1)

French Horn (1)
Trumpet (1)
Trombone (1)
Tuba (1)

Percussionist 1:

Rototoms or equivalent (C3 to C5)

Timpani

Percussionist 2:

The Virgin's Jewel

Instrumentation

Percussionist 5:
Tubular Bells
Glockenspiel
Xylophone

Percussionist 6:
Marimba

Piano (1)

Synthesizer (1) (monophonic, preferably analog, lead)
Sampling Keyboard/Sampler (1)

Celesta (1)

Electric Guitar (with effects)

Electric Bass (1) (4- or 5-string)

Harp - Cross-strung/chromatic (1)
1st Violin (1)

2nd Violin (1)

Viola (1)

Drum Kit (Double Bass/Double Pedal Beaters) Violoncello (1)

(See drum notation guide below)

Contrabass (1)

Chinese
Crash Splash

Bass Drum ClOS@(%( Hi-Hat Pedal Hi-Hat % X * RidAe Bell
I y I I [ [ I
Drum Kit  JH— = | | s = i ; ! I
Bass Drum Open Hi-Hat X Snare Sidé Stick Ride Edge
4 . . Tambourine
High Tom-Tom Mid Tom-Tom High Floor Tom L A~ Cowbell Low Woodblock
' B ® 2 I I I I A A A ¥
= —r ~ . ' =
| |

High Mid Tom

Percussionist 3:
Anvil
Concert Snare
Tom toms

Low Tom-Tom

Low Floor Tom  Open Triangle  pyjop Woodblock

Boomwhackers or Quads (C3 to G6, can be substituted with similarly tuned octobans)

Percussionist 4:
Bongos (high and low)
Castanets or Claves
Congas (high and low)
Tambourine
Triangle
Woodblocks (5)
Crotales (2 octaves, C6 to C8)
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130 Lively, as if trotting
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60 Slow and melancholic, in a hypnotic manner
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The Virgin's Jewel

II. Brother Fernando and The Virgin

Mark Anthony A. Galang

50 Menacingly slow, dragging but anticipatory
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80 Moderately slow, with a gentle and relaxing dance-like character
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160 In a dance-like, festive manner
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III. The Empty Bowl and The Serpent
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60  Slow, droning
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Slow, menacing
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Moderate pace, anticipatory
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Moderate, menacing
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IV. A Midnight Duel

145 Moderately fast, preparatory, war-like
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The Virgin's Jewel
V. Finale
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120 Moderate, in a dance-like and celebratory manner
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